







Composition commission template

From: [FULL LEGAL NAME OF COMMISSIONING PARTY] of [address] (“we”, “us”);

To: [COMPOSER NAME] of (“you”)

Dated:
Dear [NAME OF COMPOSER]
This letter (“Agreement”) sets out the terms on which we have agreed to engage you and you have agreed to render to us your services as composer and arranger in respect of the forthcoming performances (“Performances”) by [name of orchestra or ensemble] (“Orchestra”) the details of which are set out in the Schedule attached to this Agreement. Capitalised terms used and not defined below shall have the meanings given to them in the Schedule.
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1. ENGAGEMENT AND DELIVERY

1.1 We engage you to compose for us a new, original piece of music in accordance with the specifications set out in the Schedule (“Work”) and to deliver to us the score (“Score”) for the Work (including all orchestral and choral parts) in electronic format by the delivery date set out in the Schedule.

1.2 If for any reason it becomes apparent that you will not be able to deliver the Work to us by the agreed delivery date you shall promptly notify us in writing and we will have the option (acting reasonably) to agree with you in writing a new delivery date for the Work or to notify you in writing that we wish to terminate your engagement (and if we do so the balance of the Fee payable under clause 2.1.2 shall not be payable to you).

2. FEE

2.1 We shall, following our receipt of an invoice from you, pay you the sum of [amount in words] [£amount in figures] plus VAT if applicable (“Fee”) as follows:

2.1.1 Fifty per cent (50%) within seven (7) days of execution of this Agreement (which shall be non- returnable); and

2.1.2 The balance within seven (7) days of your delivery to us of the Work.

2.2 We shall pay the Fee by bank transfer to a bank account specified by you.
3. RIGHTS

3.1 Copyright: As between you and us, the copyright and all other rights in the Work and the Score shall remain vested in you. You shall be free to deal with the Work and the Score subject only to the rights granted to us under this Agreement and the restrictions set out below.

3.2 Changes to the Work and/or the Score: We shall not be entitled to make any changes to the Work or the Score without your prior written consent. If we wish you to make any changes to the Work or the Score following delivery to us we shall notify you in writing providing details and if you (at your discretion) agree to make such proposed changes we shall pay you an additional fee (to be agreed at the time).

3.3 Licence: In consideration of full payment to you of the Fee and for the other consideration contained in this Agreement you hereby grant us a licence to reproduce (at our sole cost) physical and/or electronic copies from the Score for the purposes of the Orchestra rehearsing the Work (“Parts”), and a licence to perform the Work at the Performances at the Venue on the Dates. We shall not be entitled to record the Performances or otherwise exploit the Work or use the Score or Parts. Following completion of the Performances we shall promptly at your direction (and at our sole cost) return all Parts and copies of the Score to you or, at your request, destroy them and delete any electronic copies (and ensure that all Orchestra members do the same).
















3.4 Rights of PRS: We acknowledge that as you are a member of the Performing Right Society (“PRS”) the performing right in the Work is controlled by and subject to the rights of the PRS and the grant of rights to us under clause 3.3 is subject to the Venue obtaining and paying for all applicable PRS licence fees for the Performances of the Work.

3.5 Exclusivity: Subject to clause 3.4, you agree not to grant any third party the right to perform the Work in public until after the Dates.

3.6 Credit and copyright notice: We acknowledge that you have asserted your right to be identified as the composer of the Work and the Score and we shall procure that all programmes and publicity materials relating to the Performances credit you prominently as the composer nof the Work and include any additional information you provide us with. All physical and electronic copies of the Score reproduced by us shall bear a standard copyright notice including the following wording: Copyright [Name of Composer] [2022] All rights reserved.

3.7 Name, photo and biography: We shall be entitled to use your name, approved professional name, approved photograph and approved biography solely in connection with our use of the Work and Score under this Agreement and promotion of the Performances. Materials supplied by you shall be deemed approved but you will have the right to approve in writing any use of your photo. We shall not use such materials so as to suggest you promote or endorse any third party product or service or for advertising our business generally.

4. WARRANTIES

4.1 You warrant that you have the full right and authority to enter into this Agreement and to render your services to us and to the best of your knowledge and belief the Work will not infringe any third party copyright, and you hereby indemnify us against all costs, claims, demands, proceedings and damages, including our own legal costs, howsoever arising, in respect of any breach of this warranty.

4.2 We warrant that we have the full right and authority to enter into this Agreement and we shall comply with all of its terms and we shall indemnify you against any action, claim, proceeding, demand, loss, damage or injury or any costs or reasonable legal expenses incurred by you as a result of any breach or alleged breach by us or the Orchestra of our obligations under this Agreement.

5. GENERAL

5.1 This Agreement sets out the entire agreement between us in connection with the subject matter hereof and may not be amended other than by written agreement signed by both of us.
5.2 All notices under or in connection with this Agreement shall be sent to the address for the party shown above or such other address notified by such party from time to time.
5.3 No person who is not a party to this Agreement shall derive any benefit or have any entitlement or claim in relation to this Agreement by virtue of the Contract (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
5.4 We shall not be entitled to assign or licence our rights under this Agreement and we shall remain primarily liable to you at all times in respect of our obligations under this Agreement.

5.5 This Agreement (and any non-contractual disputes arising out of it) shall be governed by the laws of, and subject to the jurisdiction of, the courts of England and Wales [Scotland] [Northern Ireland]
	OR: [Any disputes arising in respect of this Agreement shall be settled through arbitration through an agreed organisation or individual. The parties reserve the right to issue legal proceedings where a matter has not been finally resolved by arbitration to the satisfaction of both parties, in which case the governing law and jurisdiction shall be those of [England and Wales] [Scotland] [Northern Ireland].]










Please sign below to acknowledge your acceptance of the terms of this Agreement.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… On behalf of [COMMISSIONING PARTY]

Read and agreed

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… [COMPOSER]

SCHEDULE
Specification for the Work: [length / general description] Delivery deadline: [insert date]
Details of Performances:
Dates: [insert dates]
Venue: [insert name and address of venue]
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