
                                                                     

Pernambuco - August 2022 

Calling all string players.  Action needed.  

The MU, ISM and ABO are deeply concerned to note that Brazil has proposed to CITES that Pernambuco, 

(Paubrasilia echinata), which is currently listed as Appendix II under the CITES regulations, be moved to 

Appendix I.  

This proposal will be presented to the Conference of Parties 19 (CoP) in Panama in November 2022.  

Currently Pernambuco does not require a CITES permit or Musical Instrument Certificate (MIC) for trade 

or movement across borders. Under Appendix I, CITES permits would be required for all trade and 

movement.  

Brazil have made this proposal due to the absence of strict controls, leading to the export of illegally 

harvested Pernambuco in the form of bow blanks and finished bows.   

Much work is being undertaken to better understand this proposal and provide evidence of its potential 

global impact by the International Association of Violin and Bow Makers (EILA), The International 

Alliance of Violin and Bow Makers for Endangered Species, the International Federation of Musicians 

(FIM) and the Performing Arts Employers’ Associations League Europe (PEARLE). There is also support 

from the International Pernambuco Conservation Initiative (IPCI), which has been working to conserve 

Pernambuco since 2000 

We fully support the preservation of Pernambuco but are very concerned about the far-reaching 

implications for musicians should CITES adopt Brazil’s proposals.  

An Appendix I listing would (in the words of EILA’s submission to the European Commission on the 

subject, dated 15th July 2022 ‘trigger unintended consequences that are not fully acknowledged in 

Brazil's proposals’. 

At this stage we need to provide the UK CITES authorities and PEARLE/FIM with information to 

demonstrate just how many musicians in the UK will be affected by this proposal.  We will jointly be 

putting forward arguments to the UK authorities in support of conservation but also to demonstrate the 

harm such a proposal, if accepted by CITES at CoP 19, will have on music, musicians and global cultural 

exchange. 

We need to understand how many string players that work in other areas of the industry would be 

affected. Please help us by filling in our brief survey if you are a string player or teacher. 

https://musiciansunion.typeform.com/to/U5jin27r

