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Dear Sir Nicholas 
 
Arts Council England Investment Programme 2023-26 
 
We write with concern regarding the recent announcement of the Arts Council England’s 
new National Portfolio of funded organisations. While we welcome increased funding for the 
regions and a more diverse portfolio of organisations, we are extremely concerned by the 
decision to cut funding to leading music organisations such as the Royal Opera House, 
Welsh National Opera (WNO), Glyndebourne and English National Opera (ENO), as well as 
the Britten Sinfonia, London Symphony, London Philharmonic and Philharmonia orchestras, 
plus the English Folk Dance and Song Society (EFDSS). 
 
These are flagship music organisations, drawing international audiences to the UK, with all 
the associated benefits to our travel and hospitality sectors. There is no sensible economic 
argument for impoverishing so many of our finest arts providers, particularly at a time when 
they are already struggling to recover from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
barriers to touring caused by Brexit, plus soaring fuel bills and depressed consumer 
confidence due to the cost-of-living crisis.  
 
These organisations are also helping to carry out the Let’s Create mission to make music 
more accessible. ENO does a superb job of bringing opera to younger and more diverse 
audiences, while Britten Sinfonia carries out excellent education and outreach work in the 
east of England, WNO uses its funding to tour seven regions and the EFDSS is the only 
national organisation that champions folk arts for everyone. It is surely not part of ACE’s 
strategy to undermine this kind of work. Yet WNO has already announced that it will no 
longer tour to Liverpool and ENO has stated that it will close permanently if forced to 
relocate under the current terms, risking the livelihoods of its 600-strong workforce, including 
hundreds of highly skilled musicians.  
 
Many leading figures from the music world have spoken up against these cuts: 
 
‘Too often forgotten in the national debate are the thousands of musicians who depend on 
ENO for their income; from the incredible talents on stage and in the pit, the exceptional 
musicians who facilitate our learning and participation activities, and, not least, the 
extraordinary coaches and music staff working tirelessly behind the scenes to bring these 
works of art to life. ACE’s myopic decision to remove this funding, seemingly without any 
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consideration for the lives and careers they will impact as a result, is grossly negligent.’ 
- Martyn Brabbins (ENO Music Director) 

 
'I share your deep concern about the impact of the ACE announcement. We are facing an 
extraordinary crisis, on the back of a really tough recovery from Covid lockdowns. It feels as 
though the post-lockdown financial crisis is being used as a smokescreen to dismantle 
something really precious. It takes years, decades, to build something of the quality of ENO 
or Britten Sinfonia. It takes a single announcement to destroy them.' 

- Roderick Williams (British baritone and composer) 
 
'ENO was a crucial part of my early career development as it has been for many singers 
since. It plays a huge role in London’s cultural life and we will all be the poorer without it. It 
deserves every possible support.' 

- Dame Felicity Lott (British soprano) 
 
The music industry is worth £6 billion per year to the economy and ACE plays a vital role in 
supporting it. Funding outreach and educational projects is important, but if we starve our 
leading arts organisations of funding as a result, they will not be able to continue providing 
the high-quality events that have made the UK creative sector rightly world-renowned, and 
our country will become increasingly culturally impoverished.  
 
We ask that you reconsider these decisions urgently. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Deborah Annetts 

Chief Executive 

Deborah@ism.org 

 

cc: Michelle Donelan, Department for Culture, Media and Sport 
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