
 

 

 

 

The Baroness Barran MBE 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

Department for Education 

20 Great Smith Street 

London 

SW1P 3BT 

contactholmember@parliament.uk 

 

5 April 2022 

 

 

Dear Lady Barran 

 

I write regarding the debate on Schools: Creative Subjects and the English 

Baccalaureate, held on Tuesday 29 March in the House of Lords. 

 

In response to Lord Storey’s assertion that, ‘since the introduction of the EBacc in 

schools, there has been and is a creativity crisis—for example, in music there has been a 

16.83% fall in A-levels,’ you stated: ‘We simply do not accept that there is a crisis in 

creative subjects.’ Unfortunately, we have to disagree this statement, with music in 

particular suffering badly for a variety of reasons.  

Music teachers work extraordinarily hard and there are many examples of excellent 

practice in our schools, including during the COVID-19 pandemic, when teachers showed 

great resourcefulness and commitment in difficult circumstances. However, there is 

clearly huge inequality in music provision across our schools, with many music 

departments struggling to survive after years of underfunding. 

 

The ISM is the UK’s largest non-union representative body for musicians, with over 

11,000 members, including many teachers. Established in 1882 to promote the art of 

music, it is a subject association for music education and the secretariat for the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group for Music Education. In March 2022 the ISM published a report, 

Music: A subject in peril? (please see copy attached), which analysed the results of a 

survey of over 500 music teachers across the country. The findings reflect the reality of 

music education in our schools, in teachers’ own words, and they make for heartbreaking 

reading. 

 

Among the themes of the report, one of the most striking was the inequality in funding 

between schools. Our survey showed that the mean yearly departmental budget in 

maintained schools was £1,865, while in independent schools it was £9,917. Some 

respondents received less than £1 per pupil per year to run their departments. Many 

teachers reported buying equipment out of their own pockets and mending broken 

instruments themselves to save money.  
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Music teachers also told us that the EBacc and Progress 8 accountability measures had 

caused huge damage to their subject by creating a hierarchy among subjects, with 

schools diverting resources and students towards EBacc subjects. Teachers reported a 

decrease in music provision at KS3 and a significant fall in uptake of GCSE and A-level 

music courses as a result. 

 

Overall, the report revealed an enormous disparity in music provision, with some schools 

offering the bare minimum and others (mainly in the independent sector) offering a 

wealth of both classroom and extra-curricular experiences. It also showed that COVID-

19 is still having a negative effect on musical activities, with extra-curricular ensembles 

and choirs still not having resumed in some schools. 

In the light of these findings, we were disappointed that the recent Schools White Paper 

does not offer schools additional funding. We noted with some concern that the language 

of the White Paper has changed from a ‘broad and balanced’ curriculum to a ‘broad and 

ambitious’ one, which implies a narrower focus on STEM subjects. Please would you 

clarify what the significance is of this change of language and what impact it will have on 

creative subjects such as music? We also ask for an assurance from the Department for 

Education that funding for the new cultural education plan due in 2023 will not be taken 

from the existing funding for Music Educations Hubs or indeed impact music funding in 

any way. 

I urge you to read the full ISM report and ask the DfE to consider carefully what the 

refreshed New Plan for Music Education (NPME) will do to address the report’s findings. 

We eagerly await the refreshed NPME, but to be effective it must tackle the serious long-

term issues facing music education. It is also vital that the DfE consults with teachers on 

the draft NPME before implementation, as it committed to do in its press release of 9 

February 2020. We were told that the refreshed NPME would be ready in early 2022, but 

it is now April and there is still no sign of it. Could you kindly confirm when it will be 

published and whether the DfE will keep its promise regarding a full consultation with the 

workforce? 

 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the future of music education with you in 

person. Our Head of External Affairs, Colin Stuart, would be delighted to set up a 

meeting and can be reached on colin.stuart@ism.org. 

 

I look forward to your response.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Deborah Annetts 

Chief Executive 

Incorporated Society of Musicians 

deborah@ism.org 

 

 


