
VTQ Consultation response 

 

1. Are there any other written exams due to take place from April onwards this academic 

year, that should be in scope and therefore not go ahead? 

No written exams should take place this academic year for any qualifications. 

 

2. Do you agree that written exams for other general qualifications that are not GCSEs, AS or 

A levels due to take place from April onwards this academic year, should be subject to 

alternative arrangements similar to that taken for GCSEs, AS and A levels, as addressed in 

part B of this consultation? 

Yes.  Exams should not take place for one qualification and not another.  There should be 

equity between VTQs and GCSE, AS and A Levels and Centre Assessed Grades based on 

teacher predictions as they were in 2020 should be awarded to students. 

 

3. Do you agree assessments for Functional Skills qualifications should be permitted to go 

ahead where they can be delivered in line with public health measures, including remotely, 

from April onwards, and otherwise be awarded through alternative arrangements set by 

Ofqual? 

Yes.  Functional skills are essential for students to move on to the next stage of education 

and/or employment and Centre Assessed Grades based on teacher predictions as they were 

in 2020 should be given. 

 

4. Do you agree that T Level core component exams should not go ahead this summer and 

should be taken in the second year, but that students should still have the option to take 

the employer-set project? 

Yes. 

 

5. 5a.  Do you agree that practical exams required for employment and apprenticeships 

should continue to go ahead throughout the academic year, where they can be delivered in 

line with public health measures, or otherwise will need to be delayed? 

 

No.   

 

5b.  If you do not agree, which practical, occupational competence exams do you think 

should not go ahead. 

 

No exams should take place this academic year to ensure equity for all students. If evidence 

is present which would allow a student to demonstrate occupational competence, then they 

should be awarded their qualification.  Delaying any exams would prevent students from 

moving on to the next stage of their education or career. 

 

6. What, if any, important differences of approach do you think need to be taken to exams 

for Ofqual-regulated Level 4-5 qualifications? 



All final grades should be based on teacher predictions as they were in 2020 and not 

awarded based on partly-completed work. 

  

7. Are there any qualifications in scope of alternative awarding arrangements where a form 

of teacher assessment is not appropriate? 

No.  Centre Assessed Grades should be used for all students at all levels and for all 

qualifications.  Teachers are best placed to make final grade predictions based on their 

knowledge of their students, the work completed to date, and the trajectory of progress the 

students are following.  The final grades should be awarded based on these predictions as 

they were in 2020 in order to ensure the equity of qualifications from last year, this year and 

future years. 

 

8. Do you agree that internal assessment should continue, where relevant, for all learners 

where possible? 

Yes.  Informal internal assessment should continue in order to provide additional evidence 

for teachers but the final grades given to students must be Centre Assessed Grades based on 

teacher predictions.  In music and music technology, incomplete assignments or 

performance assessments without adequate chance to rehearse score few marks.  This is not 

a reflection of what students could or should score.  Some students will have been able to 

access the full range of teaching, technology and instruments, others will have had little to 

no access. 

 

9. Do you agree with the impacts we have identified and are there any other impacts, 

including equalities impacts, of the policy set out in Part A that should be considered? 

Students with SEND may also be unfairly disadvantaged by taking assessments at home if 

they normally receive one-to-one support or use a scribe in exams. Young people with SEND 

may also not have been able to access remote learning for a multitude of reasons, including 

that teaching assistants may not have been available and their ways of accessing learning 

may not have been met. 

No consideration has been given to young carers or indeed students who may be shielding 

or isolating due to contracting COVID-19 or being a close contact of someone who has tested 

positive for the virus or who may have been bereaved as a result of the pandemic. There is 

also little consideration regarding students’ mental health both as a result of the return to 

school in September 2020 and subsequent closure of schools again in January 2021. A report 

from Young Minds found that during the first national lockdown, 74% of respondents agreed 

that school closures had had a negative impact on the young people’s mental health.  NHS 

figures show that 1 in 6 young people aged 16-24 has symptoms of depression or an anxiety 

disorder.  Music teachers have reported to the ISM that students expected to know what the 

‘plan B’ was for their qualifications when cancellation of exams was announced and that 

students are extremely nervous about their grades. The protected characteristics should be 

widened to include SEND, Pupil Premium, young carers and bereaved students.  

10. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the alternative regulatory arrangements 

should only apply to the qualifications identified in Part A of this document? 

Strongly disagree.  Alternative regulatory arrangements should apply to all qualifications and 

all learners. 

 



11. To what extent, do you agree or disagree that the alternative regulatory arrangements 

should apply to all learners expecting to sit exams or assessments in the academic year 

2020/2021 for the qualifications identified as in scope in Part A of this consultation? 

Strongly agree.  There must be parity between the Centre Assessed Grades given in 2020 

and those given in 2021.  As the grades in 2020 were given on the basis of what a student 

would have achieved had they been able to complete their course, the same should apply to 

this year’s cohort of students. 

 

12. Should other general qualifications such as Pre-U, AEA, Core maths and the International 

Baccalaureate be included under the measures proposed for GCSEs, AS and A levels or 

under the alternative arrangements for awarding VTQs we propose to put in place? 

“Under the proposed alternative arrangements for VTQs”.  No exams should take place in 

any qualifications for the 2020/21 academic year to ensure equity for all students. 

 

13. For learners expecting to sit assessments in January, are there any particular factors that 

would need to be taken into account in the development of the alternative regulatory 

arrangements to seek to ensure fairness? 

Schools and colleges were given the choice as to whether or not to proceed with 

assessments in January creating inequality between students across the country.  Centre 

Assessed Grades should be awarded for all students in all subjects and in all qualifications 

based on final teacher predictions as they were in 2020. 

 

14. Do you have any comments on how exams could be defined for qualifications in scope of 

the alternative regulatory arrangements? 

For music and music technology, exams should be all components of the course, including 

practical work. 

 

15. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposal to permit awarding 

organisations to make awards when not all internal assessments have been completed in 

qualifications in scope of the new regulatory arrangements? 

Strongly agree.  The disruption that students have faced this year will inevitably mean that 

not all assessments will have been completed and in music and music technology, 

incomplete work will score few marks.  Music teachers have told us they are concerned that 

they have already re-written tasks with very little guidance from awarding organisations and 

now these assignments cannot be fully completed. Centre Assessed Grades should be given 

based on teacher predictions and the trajectory that the student was expected to follow had 

their education not been disrupted.  This is the only way to ensure that grades given in 2021 

are comparable to those from previous years.   

 

16. Do you have any comments on what should be the guiding principles for awarding 

organisations for the award of qualifications where exams do not take place and/or where 

learners cannot complete all internal assessments? 

Principle 4 states that “an awarding organisation must seek to maintain standards, as far as 

possible, within the same qualification in line with previous years”.  Centre Assessed Grades 



in 2020 were given to students based on what they would have achieved at the end of the 

academic year had schools and colleges not closed. However, the proposals for 2021 are for 

Centre Assessed Grades to be given to students based on the level they are currently 

working at.  This does not take account of the amount of education students have missed 

and will not meet Principle 4.  To be fair to all students and ensure consistency across the 

2020 and 2021 qualification series, students must be given Centre Assessed Grades for what 

they would have normally achieved by the end of the course.  These judgements should be 

made by teachers, based on their detailed knowledge of each student and their work. 

 

17. Do you have any comments on how Principle 2 might apply for in scope qualifications in 

light of the new approach to assessment proposed for GCSEs, AS and A levels? 

The only way to ensure equity for all students across all qualifications is to award Centre 

Assessed Grades with clear, timely guidance for schools as to how the process should work.  

Teachers need to be trusted to make these judgements. 

 

18. Do you have any comments on whether Principle 4 is still appropriate for in scope 

qualifications, awarded where exams do not take place and/or all internal assessments 

cannot be completed? 

Principal 4 needs to be applied in exactly the same way as it was for the 2020 cohort across 

all qualifications.  Centre Assessed Grades should be given based on where students would 

have been at the end of the course had their education not been disrupted, not where they 

are currently working at.  For music and music technology, some internal assessments will 

not have been completed due to the nature of the assessment.  Some students have not 

been able to demonstrate their skills due to a lack of access to relevant resources and 

technology during the period of remote learning or due to the timing of school closures in 

January.   

 

19. Do you have any comments on our proposed approach to arrangements for awarding in 

scope qualifications where exams do not take place and/or learners are unable to 

complete all internal assessments? 

Awarding organisations must take into consideration when determining the minimum 

evidential requirement for music and music technology that students will have been 

disadvantaged if they have not been able to access online learning or relevant resources, 

technology or instruments.  Mitigating circumstances for missing elements of assessments 

must be applied in order to ensure that all students are treated equally when making final 

awards and many teachers have told us they are concerned about this. 

 

20. Do you have any comments on the arrangements that should be put in place to 

authenticate the eligibility of candidates or claims for the award of in scope qualifications? 

Schools should determine the eligibility of candidates. 

 

 

21. Do you have any comments on the guidance that should be put in place to support 

teachers and learners to implement the new arrangements? 



Where possible, students should be encouraged to continue fully with their education in 

order to show teachers what they can do.  Where there are gaps, teachers will need clear 

and timely guidance as to how to manage them.  There must be absolute transparency and 

no more change moving forward. The DfE, Ofqual and awarding organisations must 

recognise the enormous stress on teachers, their workload and wellbeing during this 

extended period of time.  

 

22. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposed approach to Special 

Consideration? 

Agree.  Special Consideration should apply for every learner given the amount of disruption 

students have faced in both the 2019/20 and 2020/21 academic year.  The only fair way to 

award qualifications is through Centre Assessed Grades based on teacher predictions. 

 

23. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we should supplement General Condition I1 

with additional guidance around appeals for qualifications in scope? 

Strongly agree. Additional guidance is necessary for every part of the process. 

 

24. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our approach to certification for 

qualifications in scope? 

Strongly agree.  Certificates awarded in 2021 should not advantage or disadvantage students 

compared to previous or future cohorts. 

 

25. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposed approach for private 

candidates/learners? 

Agree.  The approach needs to be equitable for all students. 

 

26. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our approach to awarding for qualifications 

in scope which are also taken internationally? 

Disagree.  Some countries have had full access to education and others haven’t.  There has 

to be equity for all students, regardless of which country they are taking the qualification in.   

 

27. To what extent do you agree or disagree with our approach to regulatory oversight and 

record keeping? 

Agree.  Awarding organisations should maintain records and provide them on request as 

outlined.   

28. Are there other potential positive or negative equality impacts that we have not explored? 

Yes.  Students taking music or music technology courses often require access to specialist 

software, instruments and equipment that are not available remotely. Additionally, students 

may not have access to instrumental lessons.  There is no provision for those students who 

may require one-to-one support from teaching assistants or who use scribes for 

assessments. 



The ISM consulted with a range of schools representing different communities.  Most 

teachers raised significant inequalities with students struggling with access to instruments, 

technologies and internet access, all of which negatively impacts the areas of assessment for 

music and music technology. There are also issues with accessing instrumental lessons, 

either due to not having instruments, space or opportunities at home and/or instrumental 

teachers not being allowed to teach remotely due including safeguarding concerns, furlough, 

changes in financial circumstances and technological limitations.  

Teachers are also concerned with the inequality that remote learning highlights in terms of 

how differently students learn at home, the lack of interaction and differences between live 

lessons and pre-recorded lessons. Students are struggling particularly with composition and 

recording tasks if they have no access to appropriate software or technology. 

The issues that remote learning and assessment raise have exacerbated those occurring in 

schools between September and December which research by the ISM and interim reports 

from Ofsted identified. The ISM’s ‘The heart of the school is missing’ report (December 

2020) found that 23% of teachers only had access to specialist music classrooms for exam 

years and 16% of teachers had no access to specialist music classrooms at all.   

Ofsted’s briefings on schools from September, October and November 2020 also raised 

concerns around students’ learning in music, restrictions to the use of equipment and access 

to practical work.  The visits found that often schools had suspended singing and 

instrumental work due to safety concerns or because they did not have a large enough 

indoor space to deliver the usual curriculum which limited engagement. 

The awarding of qualifications must be fair to everyone.  Some students will have no 

evidence, others will have a lot.  Incomplete work will lead to fewer marks; completed work 

from either Year 10 or from September 2020 will not be a fair representation of a students’ 

current performance.  It is unfair to mark either of these ‘end products’ against the standard 

criteria as the full course has not been delivered. 

 

29. Do you have any views on how any potential negative impacts on particular groups of 

learners could be mitigated? 

Negative impacts can’t be mitigated if students have limited or no access to the resources 

they need to complete their assessments.  Centre assessed grades should be awarded in line 

with the trajectories that students have followed, using evidence from units they are 

currently working towards and grades banked for modules from the 2019/20 academic year. 

 

30. Are there any regulatory impacts, costs or benefits associated with the implementation of 

our proposals that are not identified in this consultation?   

Yes. If the proposals result in awarding organisations making considerable savings then this 

should be invested back into the system or the cost to schools reduced in future years. 

 

31. Are there any regulatory impacts, costs or benefits associated with the implementation of 

our proposals that are specific to teachers not identified in our consultation?  

Yes.  Teachers need to be supported throughout the process and the Department for 

Education, Ofqual and the awarding organisations need to work with teachers and not 

against them.  Any guidance needs to be clear, timely and remain in place for the rest of the 

academic year. With news reports suggesting that schools may not return until after Easter, 



the only right and fair decision is to award Centre Assessed Grades based on teacher 

predictions, as they were in 2020. 

 

32. What additional costs do you expect you will incur through implementing our proposals? 

Will you save any costs? When might these costs and savings occur? Please provide 

estimated figures where possible. 

n/a 

 

33. Are there any additional or alternative approaches we could take to minimise the 

regulatory impact of our proposals? 

 

Centre Assessed Grades should be awarded for all units and qualifications.  Teachers must 

be trusted that they know their students best.  Most schools and colleges have internal 

processes in place already for standardisation and Ofqual, the DfE and the awarding 

organisations must have faith in them. 

 


