
 
KS3 Music Pilot, Appendix 1: Pupil Questionnaires

 
• The questions are based on the same questions used in 1971 by the Schools Council, and again in 1996 by Malcolm Ross and Maria Kamba in a

survey for Exeter University sponsored by the Calouste Gulbenkian and Paul Hamlyn Foundations.
• The 14 schools supplying the data were the same pre and post pilot; the pupils, and sometimes the classes, were not. This cannot claim to be an

accurate scientific study, therefore, but the results confirm the judgements of teachers and consultants.
• The pre-pilot survey indicated that pupils in the pilot schools already valued both music lessons and their music teaching much more highly than their

earlier counterparts. This meant that the potential for impact was going to be relatively limited.
• Over the course of the pilot, pupils indicate more positive attitudes in all areas, and particularly in those areas which were a focus of the pilot.
 
Question 1, indicating positive responses to six aspects of learning and teaching in music lessons
 
Question 1:  In my music lessons… 1971 1996 Pre-pilot survey Post-pilot survey Pilot increase
There are new and interesting things to do 35% 48% 72% 75% 3%
I feel I have learned something important to me 28% 43% 49% 56% 7%
I enjoy myself 44% 47% 74% 77% 3%
I am encouraged to use my own ideas and develop them my own way 20% 49% 64% 81% 17%
I am told clearly what I am expected to do and how to do it 35% 56% 76% 82% 6%
I get the help I need to improve my work 28% 43% 71% 75% 4%
 
Question 2, indicating how many lessons pupils would allocate each subject for a timetable with 10 x one hour lessons
 
February 2005, top 5 subjects sorted by % of more than 1 lesson:         November 2005, top 5 subjects sorted by % of more than 1 lesson:
 

Subject
% of 1
lessons

% of 2
lessons

% of 3 to 5
lessons

% of 1 lesson
or more

PE 19% 19% 34% 72%
Drama 25% 22% 21% 67%
Art & design 23% 25% 15% 64%
Music 30% 18% 8% 56%
D&T 24% 18% 7% 49%

Subject
% of 1
lessons

% of 2
lessons

% of 3 to 5
lessons

% of 1 lesson
or more

PE 18% 26% 29% 73%
Drama 24% 22% 16% 61%
Art & design 22% 26% 12% 60%
Music 25% 17% 16% 57%
English 29% 14% 4% 47%

 



 
Notes:
• Although the rank order of music has not changed, in relative terms (the gap between it and the subjects around it), it has improved.
• If the mean number of hours for each subject is considered, there is a considerable shift: (note the doubling of music selected 3 – 5 times):

February mean hours for music: 0.94 November mean hours for music: 1.17  
• This increase of 0.23 hours is the largest for any subject from February to November. The largest other increase was 0.11 hours (Science and

English). This moves music from fourth subject in the mean number of hours to third (replacing Art)
• In one LA, the mean hours rose from 0.51 to 1.04; in another, music was ranked the most popular subject according to the number of times it was

selected at least once.


