
The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
11 Downing St 
Westminster 
London 
SW1A 2AB 

 

06 May 2020 

 

Dear Chancellor 

 

In recent months, we have written to you on highlighting the financial 

plight of musicians as result of COVID-19. 

As you will know, the music workforce, which is the backbone of the £5.2 

billion music industry, has been significantly affected by lockdown and the 

introduction of social distancing measures. Overnight performers, 

composers, producers, conductors, agents, teachers, academics, advisers 

and sound technicians have all lost their jobs due to school closures and 

the cancellation of concerts and festivals.  

 

We are extremely grateful for the financial support packages introduced by 

your Department. This has provided some level of security for the music 

sector during this difficult time. However, in our recent letters dated 31 

March and 7 April, we have highlighted that many musicians are not 

eligible for financial support and have fallen through the cracks. Whist we 

understand that you will be receiving a significant amount of 

correspondence during this unprecedented period, we would welcome a 

response to the specific issues we have raised on behalf of our members. 

 

I am writing this letter following recent news reports that the Government 

is considering winding down the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and the 

Self-employment Income Support Scheme from July as part of an attempt 

to get people back to work as the lockdown is eased. Whilst we understand 

there is significant pressure on public finances, I must stress that the 

music sector is currently in no position to return to work in the short term. 

 

I am sure the Government will recognise the unique challenges facing the 

music sector, particularly for live music venues, which cannot operate 

safely under social distancing. Discussions are taking place across the 

sector to explore potential business models to try and keep the music 

industry afloat during any period of gradual lockdown easing. We have also 

seen many musicians embrace digital opportunities to try and produce any 

sort of income. 



However, the reality is that until mass gatherings are reintroduced, which 

is likely to be the last stage of lockdown easing, a significant proportion of 

the music sector cannot return to work.  There is also a great level of 

uncertainty around when audiences might feel confident returning to live 

events and venues after lockdown.  

 

We are therefore calling for the Government to extend the financial 

support schemes for creative workers until social distancing 

measures are no longer enforced and mass gatherings are 

permitted. Without the continuation of these schemes, the music sector 

cannot survive.  

However, if the Governments is committed to protecting the creative sector 

from financial ruin, an urgent sector-specific package of financial 

support - similar to the €50 billion programme in Germany - is 

desperately needed. Without a significant intervention of this sort, there 

is a huge risk that there may be no cultural sector left when this crisis is 

over.  

On 17 April the Government announced targeted financial support for 

England’s fishing businesses totally £10 million. While of course fishing is 

important, the Government should not to lose sight of how valuable the 

creative industries are and their extraordinary growth in recent years. The 

UK’s creative industry is worth £111bn a year, as much as the banking and 

construction industry.  By way of comparison, in 2016 the fishing industry 

contributed £1.4 billion to the UK economy over the course of the year. 

I would like to reiterate our thanks for your support and hope we can find a 

way forward to protect our fantastic music and creative industries. 

 

 Best wishes 

  

Deborah Annetts 

Chief Executive 

Incorporated Society of Musicians 

deborah@ism.org 


