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Instruments on Planes campaign takes off 

ISM success as instruments on planes issue debated in House of Lords and discussions 

with easyJet lead to musician friendly baggage policy  

The Instruments on Planes campaign, led by the Incorporated Society of Musicians 

(ISM), reached the ears of parliamentarians through a debate in the House of Lords 

yesterday. At the same time, leading UK airline easyJet announced its musician friendly 

hand baggage policy following discussions with the musicians’ body. 

The ISM is calling for all airlines to adopt our minimum standard agreement to allow 

musicians to carry a musical instrument as an additional item of hand baggage on 

flights, if the item is guitar-sized or smaller.  

The campaign, which has already been supported with the signing of a House of 

Commons Early Day Motion by 28 MPs, was debated in the House of Lords yesterday in a 

discussion led by Lord Clement-Jones, a Liberal Democrat peer. 

Lord Clement-Jones said: ‘There have been terrible cases where valuable and cherished 

instruments were smashed up in the holds of aircraft as a result of musicians not being 

able to take them on board as hand luggage.’ 

He also urged the government to act on behalf of musicians: ‘It may not be possible in 

every case for the Department for Transport to enforce the clear set of guidelines which 

it issued in 2009, but can it not at least name and shame the airlines involved?’ 

Meanwhile, the ISM is pleased to announce that its recent discussions with UK airline 

easyJet on this issue have led to the company announcing a musician friendly hand 

baggage policy.  

Deborah Annetts, chief executive of the ISM said: ‘We are thrilled that easyJet have 

taken these steps to help professional musicians travel with their instruments and we 
look forward to consulting with other airlines in the future about this issue.’ 

And easyJet’s chief commercial officer, Dana Dunne, said: ‘We are proud to support 

Europe’s rich musical heritage, and recognise that many professional musicians fly to 

festivals and concerts all over Europe. We value their business and believe that easyJet’s 
policy will be music to their ears.’ 

The ISM will continue to speak with government on behalf of musicians about the 

ongoing issue of unclear, inconsistent and unfair hand baggage policies which some 

airlines continue to implement. We are also continuing to urge all musicians and 

campaign supporters to sign the online petition at 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/s/musiciansairlines.   

For further details regarding easyJet's policy, please click here. We recommend ISM 
members take a copy of this of this statement when travelling with easyJet. 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/s/musiciansairlines
http://corporate.easyjet.com/en/media/latest-news/news-year-2011/12-01-2011-en.aspx


 
 

Notes for Editors 

1. easyJet’s musical instrument hand luggage policy allows for instruments up to 30 x 

117 x 38cm in size, allowing them to comfortably fit within the overhead lockers, 

will be accepted for carriage in the cabin. Instruments which fit into this category 

include, for example: guitar, violin, viola, piccolo, flute, clarinet, bugle and 

trumpet. Larger instruments such as cellos can also be accepted in the cabin by 

special arrangement. [link] 

2. The ISM launched the Instruments on Planes campaign after the case of a young 

girl being turned away by Ryanair was raised with us [link]. We then launched a 

petition calling for fair and equitable treatment of musicians backed by Julian 

Lloyd-Webber [link]. This has since led to thousands of signatures supporting the 

campaign, an Early Day Motion [link] and the debate in the House of Lords.  

3. The Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) was set up in 1882 and is the 

professional body for musicians. The Society has over 5,500 members and 

approximately 100 corporate members who come from across the music world 

including the Music Industries Association, the International Artist Managers' 

Association (IAMA), Classic FM, Sing Up, Trinity Guildhall, ABRSM, the Association 

of British Orchestras, the Federation of Music Services and Music for Youth. The 

ISM is a key advocate in promoting the importance of music and defends the rights 

of musicians through a range of services including high quality legal advice, 

campaigns and practical support.  

4. We welcome the support of other organisations interested in becoming involved in 

this campaign. Please contact Henry Vann, Public Affairs & Policy Officer, 

e:henry@ism.org  t: 020 7079 1207. 
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