
 

 

RT Hon Boris Johnson MP  

Prime Minister  

10 Downing Street  

London, SW1A 2AA 

CC: RT Hon Rishi Sunak MP and RT Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP 

21 June 2021 

COVID-19 and the creative industries 

 

Dear Prime Minister 

I am writing with regards to your recent announcement on 14 June, that the current 

restrictions will remain for at least a further four weeks. Whilst public health concerns 

must be a priority, the announcement delaying the lifting of lockdown restrictions is 

another crippling blow to the music industry. It is estimated that this will cost the live 

music sector over £500m, putting 5,000 events at risk of cancellation1. With many 

musicians not having received any financial support during this crisis, and many more 

considering leaving the profession, it is imperative that the Government implements 

measures to protect livelihoods. For months, the Incorporated Society of Musicians and 

our members have been calling on your Government to remove the obstacles to venues 

reopening, improve the viability of live performance and help ensure the sector 

continues to attract and retain talent. 

We have identified the main steps that should now be urgently taken2: 

• Address the failure of the commercial insurance market to offer suitable 

cancellation policies by creating a new Government-backed scheme. 

• Create a new tax relief for live music, touring and new compositions. 

• Publish the scientific data and reports from the recent pilot events, so our sector 

can be ready to stage events safely once restrictions are lifted. 

• Provide fair guidance that allows amateur choirs to return, with parity for the 

advice around comparable sporting activities. 

• Expand existing support for freelancers and improve the Cultural Recovery Fund 

so that it benefits more individual creatives, beyond arts organisations. 

The UK’s £5.8bn music sector3 makes a major contribution to the UK’s wealth, health 

and global cultural influence. Significant efforts must be made to protect live 

performance and ensure its return once restrictions are eventually lifted. 

Yours sincerely  
 

 
 

Deborah Annetts  

Chief Executive, Incorporated Society of Musicians 

deborah@ism.org 

 
1 https://www.nme.com/news/music/lockdown-delay-june-21-devastating-live-music-industry-2967859 
2 https://www.ism.org/news/news-lockdown-delay 
3 https://www.ukmusic.org/research-reports/music-by-numbers-2020/  
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