
The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office 

1 Horse Guards Rd 

Westminster 

London 

SW1A 2HQ 

  

06 November 2020 

  

Dear Minister, 

  

RE: education and training and exemption 

  

I am writing on behalf of the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) to ask 

for clarification on the education and training exemption in the new national 

restriction legislation and how this relates to private music tuition. These are 

lessons which take place outside of school hours and which may be held in 

the pupil’s or teacher’s home or a private studio and are therefore not 

covered in the school-based guidance issued by the Department for 

Education.  

 

Since the original lockdown measures eased, the ISM has advised private 

music teachers to work adopting appropriate mitigations, including social 

distancing, following their own personal risk assessments. However, the 

nature of this work requires some level of proximity for a prolonged period 

in an indoor setting. We felt confident to be able to guide members to do 

this due to education and training regulation exemption written in previous 

versions of the regulations and advised members to make risk assessments 

and adopt appropriate safety mitigations. 

  

The UK government has now introduced new lockdown restrictions across all 

England. The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 4) 

Regulations 2020 underpinning these new restrictions outlines a list of 

exceptions in relation to gatherings for certain purposes. This includes “for 

the purposes of education or training” (11.3b). It should be noted that there 

is no definition of education or reference to music tuition in the legislation. 

  

However, the New National Restrictions from 5 November 2020 guidance 

published by your Department on 3 November goes beyond the strict letter 

of the Regulations, stating that 'you can leave home for education' (formal 

provision) but this would not include extracurricular classes such as 'music 

tuition'. While protecting the population must be a priority, any potential 

restrictions could have devastating consequences for a workforce already 

struggling financially.  

 

This is disappointing considering the constructive steps taken by the 

Department for Education regarding music education and peripatetic 

teaching.  We welcomed the DfE providing clarification in the Education and 

childcare settings: New National Restrictions from 5 November 2020 

guidance which confirms that both classroom music and instrumental tuition 

can continue in schools during the new national lockdown period.  

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1200/pdfs/uksi_20201200_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1200/pdfs/uksi_20201200_en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november#stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss


However, we do not understand why these restrictions are in place for 

private teachers who risk losing their portfolio of work, when the same type 

of lessons can be offered at school without limits, including private schools 

and independent schools.   

 

I would like to stress that music tuition is not extracurricular for many 

students. Around a third of exam content for GCSE and A Level music and 

music technology is performance based and music tuition is a gateway to 

training at the UK's world-class music conservatoires. For many, graded 

instrumental exams are used as part of the UCAS tariff for entrance to 

university. 

 

As the UK’s body for professional musicians, our responsibility is to ensure 

our members have all information available to them, and to safeguard their 

best interests by ensuring that they are acting within the law and protected 

from risk. We have thousands of members who run private music teaching 

businesses. In light of the guidance, we are currently advising our members 

that private face-to-face music tuition is not permitted for the duration of 

the lockdown, whether in an individual’s home (or pupils’), or in a separate 

premises or location, including in private music schools. 

 

However, in recent days, we have received many anxious emails from ISM 

members, worried about their businesses and their ability to work during the 

lockdown period. There is currently a lot of confusion as to why the Guidance 

appears to go beyond the strict letter of the Regulations. Some have received 

conflicting advice from local authorities and other government departments, 

based on whether the law or the guidance have been taken into 

consideration. 

  

• Please can the government explain why there is now a specific ban 

in the guidance on private music tuition when this is not in the legal 

provisions?  

 

• Please can you explain why the contradiction that currently allows 

instrumental teachers in schools to carry on under DfE guidelines, 

but leaves those doing the same work in a private context unable to 

support their pupils? 

 

• In order to prevent confusion from conflicting information, please 

can the government confirm if private music teaching is classed as 

“education or training” and therefore continues to be exempt from 

the legal restriction on household mixing? 

  

Private music teaching businesses make up a significant part of the creative 

industries, now worth more than £111 billion to the UK economy and provide 

the pipeline of creative talent which has been essential in creating the UK’s 

world-renowned music industry. We would appreciate urgent clarification on 

this issue so that we can update our members. 

  

Yours sincerely, 



 
  

Liam Budd 

Senior External Affairs & Policy Manager 

Incorporated Society of Musicians 

Liam.Budd@ism.org  
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