
 

 

 

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 

11 Downing St 

Westminster 

London, SW1A 2AB 

 

28 January 2021 

 

Dear Chancellor 

On behalf of the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM), I am writing to you again to ask 

for your assurance that the fourth Self-employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) 

grant will be maintained at the same level. Making a commitment to preserve parity with 

the furlough scheme is vital to provide self-employed musicians with certainty over the 

coming months. 

In 2019, music contributed £5.8 billion to the UK economy, but those who create music 

lost two-thirds of their income due to coronavirus last year. In November, we were 

delighted when the third grant was calculated at 80% of average trading profits. However, 

that announcement followed several changes to the scheme which created unnecessary 

confusion. With livelihoods on the line, we are calling on the UK government to provide 

urgent clarity on whether the fourth grant will remain at 80% from February. 

With venues closed, most musicians have been unable to work and they remain dependent 

on government support schemes. For thousands of people, the SEISS has been a vital 

lifeline. However, the grant only benefits those eligible to receive it and it cannot be 

forgotten that an estimated three million self-employed workers continue to be excluded. 

Therefore, further measures are essential for preventing an exodus of highly skilled talent 

from our world-leading arts sector. 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies published a report earlier this week which showed that the 

cost for extending support to those excluded would be extremely low. Aiding those 1.3 

million self-employed people would be just 1% of the total cost to date of the current 

SEISS and furlough support schemes. 

Supporting the performance ecosystem is an investment in the nation’s economic recovery 

later in the year. It maintains the lifeblood of our industry through this difficult period and 

will help unlock public spending and lift the national mood once public health restrictions 

are eased. Without theatres and music venues to attract visitors, fewer people will stay in 

hotels or visit bars and restaurants which will harm urban centres at a time when there is 

a desperate need for regeneration. 

Thank you for your support and I hope these issues can be resolved to protect musicians 

and the wider creative sector during this crisis.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 

Deborah Annetts  

Chief Executive, Incorporated Society of Musicians 

deborah@ism.org 


