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28 February 2023 

 

Dear Councillor  

 

I am writing on behalf of the Independent Society of Musicians with concern regarding the possible cuts 

to funding as set out in the Council’s budget documents published last week. 

 

By way of introduction, The Independent Society of Musicians (ISM) is the UK's professional body for 

musicians. We are also a nationally recognised subject association for music and members of the 

Music Education Partnership Group. Since 1882, the ISM has been dedicated to promoting the 

importance of music and protecting the rights of those working in the music profession. We support 

over 11,000 members across the UK and Ireland with our unrivalled legal advice and representation, 

comprehensive insurance and specialist services.  

 

Our members come from all areas of the music profession including performers, educators, composers 

and songwriters, academia, music therapists and more, bringing a wide variety of genres and musical 

backgrounds. As well as working musicians, our membership also includes part-time and full-time 

music students, those in the early part of their career right through to retired musicians.  

 

Our past Chair, Chris Collins, is Chair in Music and Head of School, School of Language, Literature, 

Music and Visual Culture at the University of Aberdeen; our incoming Chair, Pauline Black, is Senior 

Lecturer and Head of Music Engagement at the University of Aberdeen. Each year the ISM recognises 

the outstanding contribution that an individual has made to musical life in the UK via its Distinguished 

Musician Award. It is one of the highest honours within the music industry. Our two most recent 

Distinguished Musician Award recipients are Nicola Benedetti, CBE, Director of the Edinburgh 

International Festival and honorary president of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (RCS) 

and Errollyn Wallen, CBE. multi award-winning composer and visiting professor of composition at the 

RCS. 

 

These unprecedented, proposed cuts would be disastrous for the city of Aberdeen and for its cultural 

offering. They will inevitably lead to job losses for those in venues and cultural organisations as well as 

freelancers in addition to opportunities and activities for the wider community, particularly for the least 

privileged. The closure of cultural venues will also have far-reaching economic consequences for other 

sectors, particularly retail and hospitality, as fewer events mean fewer people attending. 
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If the Cultural Grant is cut in full, this would equate to a 100% cut to the Council’s core cultural funding 

of a large number of organisations, the risk of closure for others and rendering many festivals and 

events financially unviable. Organisations such as Aberdeen Arts Centre, Jazz Aberdeen and the 

Sound Festival would all be impacted. The creative and cultural sector in Aberdeen employs nearly 5% 

of the city’s workforce and the funding supports many freelancers who are able to stay and work in the 

city rather than having to relocate. 

 

We are particularly concerned that the city’s music service funding could be removed, which is 

completely at odds with the government’s commitment to free instrumental tuition, along with funding 

for the Big Noise centre in Torry both of which will have huge implications for children and young 

people, particularly those from the least privileged backgrounds as well as the instrumental teachers 

working with them. 

 

While we appreciate that there are difficult financial decisions facing the Council, we hope that the value 

of cultural funding to the city is fully recognised and urge you and you fellow councillors to vote against 

the following: 

 

 

1. CG-07 Full review of Cultural Grants (£815k) 

2. ED-10 Remove the Music Service (£1,277k) 

3. ED-11 Reduce delivery of the Music Service to the level of the SG Grant (£757k) 

4. EI-01 Consolidate revenue grant commissioning for educational support (£738k) 

5. EI-02 Stop the Fairer Aberdeen Fund (£1,536k) 

6. EI-03 Review of expenditure in support of 3rd party or partner outcomes (£647k) 

7. EI-04 Review of city-wide provision of Libraries (£280k) 

8. EI-05 Reduce grant to Station House Media Unit (£10k) 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

                   

 

Deborah Annetts                  Pauline Black                  Professor Chris Collins 

ISM Chief Executive     ISM Chair Elect    ISM Chair 2020 - 21 

Deborah@ism.org     Senior Lecturer and                       Chair in Music and  

                                                                         Head of Music Engagement        Head of School, School of 

                                                                         University of Aberdeen                 Language, Literature,                             

                                                                                                                                 Music and Visual Culture 

                                                                                                                                 University of Aberdeen 
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