
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE – 11 JANUARY 2011 

Musicians take Instruments on Planes petition to Westminster 

Campaign from professional musicians’ body poised for debate in House of Lords tomorrow 

The Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) has succeeded in taking its Instruments on 

Planes campaign to parliament, with a debate set to take place in the House of Lords on 

Wednesday 12 January 2011 on inconsistent airline policy regarding musical instruments. 

The ISM, together with the support of renowned cellist Julian Lloyd Webber and several 

music organisations including the Music Industries Association (MIA), is campaigning for all 

airlines to adopt a minimum standard agreement which will allow musicians to carry a 

musical instrument as an additional item of hand baggage on flights, if the item is guitar-

sized or smaller.  

Lord Clement-Jones, a Liberal Democrat peer, will be introducing the debate by asking a 

question about the effect of hand-luggage restrictions applied by airlines on professional 

musicians. Earl Attlee, a transport spokesperson for the Conservatives is expected to 

respond on behalf of the government. 

This follows an Early Day Motion signed by 28 MPs supporting the Instruments on Planes 

campaign, and an online petition which has been signed by thousands of musicians and 

music advocates.   

Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive of the ISM, said: 

‘We have over a thousand documented cases of poor treatment by airlines as a result of 

those who have come forward to sign our petition supporting our campaign for a minimum 

standard agreement.  

‘We are asking government to support musicians who need to travel, as this is crucial to 

their work. Let’s not forget that musicians form a crucial pillar of our creative and cultural 

economy and export market. 

‘Airline regulations are currently applied inconsistently, both within and between different 

airlines; unfairly, putting ridiculous costs on hard-working professional musicians which 

other travellers would not have to endure; and misleadingly, with musicians who have 

booked an extra seat for a larger instrument often being turned away despite having a 

ticket. We urge the government to publish guidance to begin the process of achieving a  

standard agreement which is consistent, fair and clear, and sets out minimum terms which 

all airlines can adhere to.’ 

The ISM is continuing to urge all musicians and campaign supporters to sign the petition at 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/s/musiciansairlines to help strengthen the debate further.  

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/s/musiciansairlines


 
 

Notes for Editors 

1. Attached to this press release is a small selection of the cases of mistreatment musicians 

have brought to the ISM’s attention.  

2. Pending other emergency parliamentary business, the question will be asked at 

approximately 3.30pm on Wednesday 12 January 2011. The question appears on the House 

of Lords Order of Business [link] and can be watched live online [link]. 

3. The ISM launched the Instruments on Planes campaign after the case of a young girl 

being turned away by Ryanair was raised with us [link]. We then launched a petition calling 

for fair and equitable treatment of musicians backed by Julian Lloyd-Webber [link]. This has 

since led to thousands of signatures supporting the campaign, an Early Day Motion [link] 

and now a Parliamentary question being asked. 

4. The Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) was set up in 1882 and is the professional 

body for musicians. The Society has over 5,500 members and approximately 100 corporate 

members who come from across the music world including the Music Industries Association, 

the International Artist Managers' Association (IAMA), Classic FM, Sing Up, Trinity Guildhall, 

ABRSM, the Association of British Orchestras, the Federation of Music Services and Music for 

Youth. The ISM is a key advocate in promoting the importance of music and defends the 

rights of musicians through a range of services including high quality legal advice, 

campaigns and practical support.  

We welcome the support of other organisations interested in becoming involved in this 

campaign. Please contact Henry Vann, Public Affairs & Policy Officer, e:henry@ism.org  

t: 020 7079 1207. 
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